
REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 
SUBJECT :  Ordinance amending Chapter 28 of  the Code of  Category Page Agenda Item 
Ordinances,  Houston,  Texas,  relating to the parking of  vehicles on # 
certain residential  properties 
FROM (Department or other point of  origin) :  Origination Date :  Ajrnda Date :  
Legal  Department June 1,  2007 

'nh 

DIRE IGNATUREC Counci l  District affected 

Artuj7roG .  t ic~hel ,  
I  ALL 

City Attorney 
For addit ional  information contact :  Date and identi f ication of  prior 

00on Cheatham authorizing Counci l  action :  
7134370738 
RECOMMENDATION :  

Adopt ordinance amending Chapter 28 of  the Code of  Ordinances,  Houston,  Texas,  relating to the 
parting of  vehicles on certain residential  properties 

Amount and source of  funding :  N /A F&A Budget :  

EXPLANATION :  

The proposed ordinance was prepared at the request of  the City Counci l  Committee on Regulation,  
Development and Neighborhood Protection .  The amendments to Chapter 28 would prohibit  the parking 
of  cars and other equipment in the front yard of  a single- fami ly or duplex residence,  unless that area is 
improved with an impervious surface,  such as concrete,  asphalt ,  shale,  gravel  or crushed rock .  In that 

case,  however,  the ordinance would restrict front yard parking to no more than two vehicles .  The 
ordinance would also prohibit  parking in the area between the curb and sidewalk or i f  there is no 
sidewalk,  within ten feet of  the residence side of  the curb .  

REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION 
F&A Director :  Other Authorization :  Other Authorization :  
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Ci t y of  Houst on,  Texas,  Ordi nance No.  2007- ,  

AN ORDI NANCE AMENDI NG CHAPTER 28 OF THE CODE OF ORDI NANCES ,  
HOUSTON,  TEXAS ,  RELATI NG TO THE PARKI NG OF VEHI CLES  ON CERTAI N 
RESI DENTI AL PROPERTI ES ;  CONTAI NI NG OTHER PROVI SI ONS  RELATI NG TO THE 
FOREGOI NG SUBJECT ;  PROVI DI NG A PENALTY;  PROVI DI NG FOR SEVERABI LI TY;  
PROVI DI NG AN EFFECTI VE DATE;  AND DECLARI NG AN EMERGENCY.  

WHEREAS ,  t he Ci t y Counc i l  Comm i t t ee on Regul at i on,  Deve l opment  and 

Ne i ghborhood Prot ect i on ( " Comm i t t ee" )  has he l d one or  mor e meet i ngs t o consi der  a 

prohi bi t i on aga i nst  t he par k i ng of  vehi c l es i n t he f r ont  yar ds of  r esi dences i n t he c i t y ;  and 

WHEREAS ,  publ i c r esponse t o t he i ssue demonst r at ed a st r ong desi r e on t he par t  

of  c i t i zens i n' ne i ghborhoods t hroughout  t he c i t y f or  such r egul at i ons ;  and 

WHEREAS ,  t he Comm i t t ee has r ecommended t he adopt i on of  r est r i ct i ons on t he 

par k i ng of  vehi c l es i n t he f r ont  yar ds of  r esi dences t o addr ess t he f ol l ow i ng concer ns of  

publ i c i nt er est ,  name l y :  

1 .  

 

Damage t o under ground i nf r ast r uct ur e,  par t i cul ar l y wat er  suppl y l i nes,  
r esul t i ng i n l oss of  wat er ,  caused by t he we i ght  of  vehi c l es par ked over  such 
i nf r ast r uct ur e ;  

2 .  

 

Seepage of  oi l ,  f ue l ,  or  ot her  har mf ul  chem i ca l s or  subst ances i nt o t he 
gr ound f r om t he par ked vehi c l es ;  and 

3 .  

 

Di m i nut i on of  pr oper t y va l ues i n ne i ghborhoods wher e t he par k i ng of  vehi c l es 
i n f r ont  yar ds i s pr eva l ent ;  and 

WHEREAS ,  t he Comm i t t ee has vot ed t o r ecommend passage of  such r est r i ct i ons 

t o t he f ul l  Ci t y Counc i l  t o pr ot ect  t he publ i c hea l t h,  saf et y and we l f ar e :  NOW,  THEREFORE 

BE I T  ORDAI NED BY THE CI TY COUNCI L OF THE CI TY OF HOUSTON,  TEXAS :  

Sect i on 1 .  That  t he f i ndi ngs cont a i ned i n t he pr eambl e of  t hi s Ordi nance ar e 

det er m i ned t o be t r ue and cor r ect  and ar e her eby adopt ed as par t  of  t hi s Ordi nance .  
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Sect i on  2 .  That  Chapt er  28 of  t he Code of  Or d i nances ,  Houst on ,  Texas ,  i s  hereby  

amended  by  add i ng  a new Ar t i cl e X,  t o  be ent i t l ed  " Parki ng  of  Veh i cl es  on  Res i dent i al  

Pr oper t i es , "  and  t o  r ead  as  f o l l ows :  

" ARTI CLE X .  PARKI NG  OF VEHI CLES  ON RESI DENTI AL PROPERTY 

Sec .  28-301 .  

 

Pur pose.  

The pur pose of  t h i s  ar t i cl e i s  t o  r egu l at e t he parki ng  of  veh i cl es  or  
equ i pment  i n  t he f r ont  yar d  areas  of  s i ng l e- f am i l y  or  dup l ex res i dent i al  
pr oper t i es  t o  pr eser ve t he pr oper t y  val ues  and  est het i cs  of  nei ghbor hoods ,  
pr event  damage t o  under gr ound  ut i l i t y  f aci l i t i es  and  t o  pr ot ect  t he 
env i r onment  agai nst  cont am i nat i on  caused  by  t he l eakage!  of  aut omob i l e or  
ot her  f uel s ,  pet r o l eum pr oduct s  or  ot her  har mf u l  chem i cal s  f r om veh i cl es  or  
equ i pment .  

Sec .  28-302.  

 

Def i n i t i ons .  

The f o l l ow i ng  wor ds ,  t er ms  and  phr ases ,  when  used  i n  t h i s  ar t i cl e,  
shal l  have t he mean i ngs  ascr i bed  t o  t hem i n  t h i s  sect i on ,  except  where t he 
cont ext  cl ear l y  i nd i cat es  a d i f f erent  mean i ng :  

Cur b  means  a r ai sed  concret e edge or  mar g i n  of  a r oadway  as  
a l i m i t  t o  t he r oadway  and  a rest r ai nt  upon  and  pr ot ect i on  t o  t he 
ad j o i n i ng  l ot  or  any  s i dewal k l ocat ed  w i t h i n  t he r i ght -of -way  beh i nd  t he 
cur b .  

Dr i veway  means  t he area of  a l ot  const r uct ed ,  i mpr oved  
mai nt ai ned  or  used  f or  t he pr i mar y  pur pose of  veh i cu l ar  access  t o  a 
s i ng l e- f am i l y  or  dup l ex r es i dence f r om a pub l i c st r eet  or  t he parki ng  
of  veh i cl es .  

Fr ont  yar d  means  t he area of  a i mpr oved  s i ng l e- f am i l y  or  
dup l ex l ot ,  excl ud i ng  dr i veways ,  ci r cumscr i bed  by  t he f r ont  and  s i de 
pr oper t y  l i nes  of  t he l ot  and  an  i mag i nar y  l i ne co i nci d i ng  w i t h  and  
paral l el  t o  t he f r ont  bu i l d i ng  l i ne of  t he res i dent i al  st r uct ur e ext end i ng  
t o  t he s i de pr oper t y  l i nes .  The f r ont  yar d  of  a cor ner  l ot  shal l  be 
det er m i ned  by  t he st r eet  addr ess  of  t he r es i dence .  

I mper v i ous  sur f ace means  any  area t hat  does  not  r ead i l y  
absor b  wat er  and  t hat ,  f or  pur poses  of  t h i s  ar t i cl e,  may  be covered  
w i t h  concr et e or  r o l l ed  or  compact ed  asphal t ,  shal e,  gr avel ,  cr ushed  
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rock or other material ,  constructed to a minimum thickness of  not less 
than four inches so as to prevent the seepage of  any fuel ,  oi l ,  or other 
chemical  substance contacting such surface from penetrating to the 
soi l  below the area .  

Vehicle or equipment shal l  include house trai lers,  mobi le 
homes,  motor vehicles,  trucks,  passenger motor vehicles,  motor 
homes,  camper cabins,  motorcycles,  trai lers,  boats,  farm machinery 
or simi lar equipment .  

Sec .  28-303 .  

 

Parking prohibited .  

(a)  Except as provided in subsection (b)  of  this section,  it shal l  be an 
offense for any person to cause,  suffer or permit  the parking,  standing or 
storing of  a vehicle or equipment within the front yard of  a single- fami ly or 
duplex lot or upon that portion of  a lot between the curb and the sidewalk or,  
i f  there is no sidewalk,  an imaginary l ine paral lel  to and ten feet from the 
residence side of  the curb .  

(b)  Two or fewer vehicles or pieces of  equipment may be parked or 
stored in the front yard of  a single- fami ly or duplex residence provided the 
parking area is covered with an impervious surface .  

Sec .  28-304 .  

 

Enforcement 

The provisions of  this article may be enforced by any pol ice off icer,  
parking enforcement off icer,  as def ined in section 26-2 of  this Code,  or 
inspector of  the neighborhood protection division of  the pol ice department ." 

Section 3 .  That,  i f  any provision,  section,  subsection,  sentence,  clause,  or phrase 

of  this Ordinance,  or the appl ication of  same to any person or set of  circumstances,  is for 

any reason held to be unconstitutional ,  void or inval id,  the val idity of  the remaining portions 

of  this Ordinance or their  appl ication to other persons or sets of  circumstances shal l  not 

be affected thereby,  it being the intent of  the City Counci l  in adopting this Ordinance that 

no portion hereof  or provision or regulation contained herein shal l  become inoperative or 

fai l  by reason of  any unconstitutional ity,  voidness or inval idity of  any other portion hereof ,  

and al l  provisions of  this Ordinance are declared to be severable for that purpose .  

-3-  
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Sect i on  4.  That  t here exi st s a pub l i c emer gency requ i r i ng  t hat  t h i s Or d i nance be 

passed  f i nal l y on  t he dat e of  i t s i nt r oduct i on  as r equest ed  i n  wr i t i ng  by t he Mayor ;  t her ef or e,  

t h i s Or d i nance shal l  be passed  f i nal l y on  such  dat e and  shal l  t ake ef f ect  at  12:01 a . m .  on  

t he n i net i et h  day next  f o l l ow i ng  t he dat e of  i t s passage and  appr oval  by t he Mayor .  

PASSED AND APPROVED t h i s 

 

day of  

 

,  2007.  

Mayor  of  t he Ci t y of  Houst on  

Prepared  by Legal  Dept .  

 

- /  ̀- `  

 

" ,  

 

- -  " - -"  ;  ~' '  
RDC:asw 06/01/2007 

 

Sen i or  Assi st ant  Ci t y At t or ney 
Request ed  by Ci t y Counci l  Comm i t t ee on  Regu l at i on ,  Devel opment  and  Nei ghbor hood  Pr ot ect i on  
L .D.  Fi l e No .  0180600005001 


