REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION

SUBJECT: Orcnance amending Chapter 28 of the Code of
Ordrances. Houston, Texss, relatng 10 the parking of vehicles on
cartan residental properties

Category  Page

bizd

FROM (Department or other point of origin): Origination Date: Agercz Dete:
Lega Depamment June 1, 2007
DERE Council District affectods)) 2
7/ ;& M /‘r sfectodiUN 1 3 2097
Fondﬂoullnbmaﬁonconuu Date and identification of prior
ﬂkOonCmmom authorizing Council action:
7134376738

RECOMMENDATION:
Adopt orginance amending Chagter 28 of the Code of Ordnances. Houston, Texas, relatng 1o the

parting of velicies on cortan resdentil properties

Amount and source of funding: N/A

F&A Budget:

EXPLANATION:

The proposed crdnance was prepared at the request of the Cty Counceé Committee on Regulation,
Development and Neighborhood Prolecscn The amendmants 10 Chagter 28 would prohbat the parking
of cars and cther equipment in the frort yaed of 8 single-family o duplex residence, uniess tha! ares i
improved with an impenious surface, such as concrete, asphal, shale, graved or crushed rock. In that
case, however, the ordinance would restrict ont yard parking 10 no more than two vehidies. The
onsnance would also prohibet pariing i the area Detween the Curd and sdewalk or if there s no

sdowalk, withins tan feat of the esidence sde of the curt

REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION

FAA Dvocter Other Authorzaton;

Cther Ahonzateon




o VAPFILESCORDINANCMDORDC 1208 wod

City of Houston, Texas, Ordinance No, 2007-
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 28 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES,
HOUSTON, TEXAS, RELATING TO THE PARKING OF VEMICLES ON CERTAIN
RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES; CONTAINING OTHER PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE

FOREGOING SUBJECT; PROVIDING A PENALTY; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY;
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

WHEREAS, the City Council Committoe on Regulation, Development and
Neghborhoed Protection ("Commitiee”) has held one or more meetings to consider a
prohbition against the parking of vehicles in the frort yards of residences in the cty. and

WHEREAS, pubic response to the issue demonstrated a strong desie on the part
of ctizens in neighberhoods throughout the city for such regulations; and

WHEREAS, the Committee has recommended the adoption of restnctions on the
parking of vehicles in the front yards of residences to address the foloming concems of
pubic inerest, namely.

1 Damage o underground nfrastructure. patcufary water supply lines,
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2. Seepage of oil, fuel, or other harmful chemicals or substances into the
ground from the parked vehicles, and

3 Diminution of property values in neighborhoods where the parking of vehicles
in front yards is prevalent; and

WHEREAS, the Commitiee has voted 10 recommend passage of such restrictions
1o the full City Counci 1o protect the public health, safety and welfare. NOW, THEREFORE

BEITORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HOUSTON, TEXAS:

Section 1. That the findings contained n the preamble of this Ordinance are
determined (0 be true and correct and are hereby adcpled as part of this Ordinance.
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Section 2, That Chapter 28 of the Code of Ordinances, Houston, Texas, s hereby
amended by adding 8 new Asticle X, 10 be entitied "Parking of Vehicles on Residential
Properties.” and to read as follows:

"ARTICLE X. PARKING OF VEHICLES ON RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY

Sec. 28-301. Purpose,

The purpose of this article is to regulate the parlung of vehicles or
equipment in the front yard areas of single-family or duplex residental
properties to preserve the property values and esthetics of neighborhoods,
prevent damage fo underground wility faciles and to protect the
environmeant against contamination caused by the leakage of automobile or
other fuels, petroleum products or other harmful chemicals from vehicles or
equipment.

Sec. 28-302, Definitions,

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article,
shail have the meanings ascribed 10 them in this section, except where the
context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Curb means a rased concrete edge or margn of a roadway as
8 Imi to the roadway and a8 restrant upon and protection 1o the
adioining kot or any sidewalk located within the right-of-way behind the
curd,

Ornveway means the area of a lot constructed, improved
mantained or used for the primary purpose of vehicular access to a
single-family or duplex residence from a pubic street or the parking
of vehicles.

Front yard means the area of 8 mproved single-family or
duplex lot. excluding driveways, circumscnbed by the front and side
property lines of the lot and an imaginary line coinciding with and
paraliel 10 the front buiiding Ine of the residential structure extending
1o the side property lines. The front yard of 8 comer ot shall be
determined by the street adceess of the residence

Impervicus surface means any area that does not readly

absorb water and that, for purposes of this article, may be covered
with concrete or rolled or compacied asphalt, shale, gravel, crushed
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rock or other matenal, construcied to a minimum thickness of nol less
than four inches 30 as 10 prevent the seepage of any fuel, ol or other
chemical substance contacting such surface from penetrating 10 the
sod below the ares

Vehiole or equipmen! shal inciude house traders, mobde
homes, motor vehicles, trucks, passenger motor vehicles, motor

or simelar equipment
Sec. 28.302. Parking prohibited.

(a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, it shal be an
offense for any person 0 cause, suffer or permit the parking, standing of
sloring of a vehicle or equipment within the front yard of a single-Tfamily or
duplax ot or upon that pomon of a lot between the curd and the sidewalk or,

i there is no sidewalk, an imaginary line paraliel to and ten feet from the
residence sde of the curd,

(b) Two or fewer vehides or pleces of equipment may be parked or
stored in the front yard of a single-family or duplex residence provided the
parking area is coverad with an impearvicus surface.

Sec. 28-304, Enforcement

The provisons of this aticle may be enforcad by any police officer,
parking enforcoment officer, as defined in sechon 26-2 of this Code, or
inspecior of the neighborhood protection division of the police department *
Section 3. That, if any provision, section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase

of this Ordinance, or the application of same to any person or set of crocumstances. is for
any reason held 1o be unconstitutional, void or invald, the validity of the remaining portions
of this Ordinance or thewr appication 10 other persons or sats of circumstances shall not
be affectad thereby, # beng the intent of the City Coundl in adopting this Ordinance that
o POMton hereof or provision of regulabon contained heren shall bacome incperative of
fad by reason of any unconstitutionaity, voidness or invalidity of any other portion hereot,

and all provisions of this Ordinance are dedared to be severable for that purpose.
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Section 4. That there exists a public emergency requinng that this Ordnance be
passed finally on the date of its introduction as requested in writing by the Mayor therefore.
this Ordinance shall be passead finally on such date and shall take effect at 12.01 a.m on
the ninetieth day next followng the date of its passage and approval by the Mayor.

PASSED AND APPROVED this ___ day of . 2007,

Mayor of the City of Mouston
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